Presentation for October 26th, 2011
As many of you know in September 2010 we initiated the first phase of the Violence against women campaign. Many of you here today were present at that conference. Out of the minutes of that conference a list of recommendations compiled in the Cascadia document was created.

In preparing the cascadia document I remember thinking to myself this seems like a somewhat ‘impractical wish list’. However once I did my own research on the International legal framework of violence against women I realised that the recommendations included in the Cascadia document are quite basic and not at all impractical. However, in the region it is still a wish list, which regional governments are still to ‘grant’ ………..no pun intended there.

The International legal framework impacts on the region simply because CARICOM governments have signed a number of International agreements which are pertinent to this process. In signing those international agreements our governments have already promised to implement many of the recommendations the Forum will discuss here today,
CEDAW  - Rights of women
One of the first major International Agreements affecting women is the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of discrimination against women (CEDAW) (United Nations December 1979).
This convention deals specifically with the legal status of women and the pursuit of equal rights for women and men. The convention addresses the right of women to political participation, the advancement and empowerment of women as well as a number of other rights including reproductive rights. 
While this convention does not specifically deal with violence against women, subsequent declarations on the issue of violence against women all refer to this document in the recognition of the rights of women. The declarations and conventions on violence against women all state that violence against women prevents the full advancement and empowerment of women, and is one of  the mechanisms by which women are forced into subordinate positions compared to men.

There are two international agreements which are specifically on the issue of violence against women and are relevant to the work we are about to do here today

1) Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against women December 20th 1993

2) Convention of Belem Do Para June 1994 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence 
Inter-American convention on the prevention, punishment and eradication of violence against women – convention of Belem Do Para
Defines violence against women as:
 Violence against women shall be understood to include physical, sexual, and psychological violence that occurs within the family or domestic unit, interpersonal relationships, whether or not the perpetrator shares or has shared the same residence with the woman and includes among others rape, battery 

It Affirms That: Violence against women constitutes a violation of Human rights and fundamental freedoms and the   right to such freedoms.

The convention states that:
 The elimination of violence against women is essential for their individual and social development and their full equal participation in all walks of life
Belem Do Para is an extensive document and if you have the time you can log on to the domestic violence page on our website to read the full document.
Most Relevant:
To this Forum and the work we are about to do here today are articles 7 & 8 of the convention. These articles outline the role of governments in the fight to eradicate violence against women
The Role of Government

These articles outline the kind of infrastructure that should be present in OAS member states, attempting to eradicate Violence against women.

Member states should implement progressive measures such as programs to educate and make the public aware of the right of women to be free from violence

There should be education programs at all levels to impact on the social and cultural norms and practices that are based on the beliefs that women are inferior to men

The convention also promotes the practice of special Training for the police and other civil servants in the area of Justice Administration 

The convention goes on to suggest that specialized services be provided by the public as well as private sectors for women subjected to violence. These specialized services to take the form of shelters, Family counselling services etc,
Under these articles the convention suggests the collection of data pertaining to the frequency of violence against women. The convention also suggests that sociological analysis be done of the data collected. The analyses of the data should be along the lines of Ethnicity, class, migrant status etc.
Inter American Commission - Mechanisms of Protection
The protection takes the form of ensuring member states of the OAS comply with the provisions of article 7&8

Mechanisms:

1 )Reports are filed annually with the Organization of American States. Member states must include in their report, measures they have implemented to prevent violence against women.

2)Any group of persons or NGOs legally registered in more than one member state can lodge a petition with The Inter American Commission on Human rights containing a denunciation or complaint of violation of article 7 of the Belem Do Para convention

Amnesty International Findings re Belem Do Para
On the Tenth Anniversary of Belem Do Para Amnesty International’s research revealed that violence against women in this hemisphere is still on the increase. Amnesty stated that many of the states ratifying the convention have not made sufficient efforts to implement articles7&8 of the convention
Document: United Nations

Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against women December 20th 1993

This document precedes Belem Do Para and is very similar to Belem Do Para in many ways.  Article 4 of this declaration defines the role of government in preventing and eradicating violence against women. 
The tenants of article 4 declare that the onus is on the state to develop a national plan of action to promote the protection of women against any form of violence and should include in their national budgets resources for the fight against violence against women
Article 4(I) suggests that there should be training for the Police and other law enforcement officers on the issue of violence against women

Article 4(o) implores the state to recognize the work of the women’s movement and NGO sector in alleviating the problem of Violence against women

Article 4(p) urges the state to facilitate and support the work of the Women’s movement and the NGO sector. There should be some level of cooperation between the state and the NGO sector on the issue of violence against women.

So where are we in the Caribbean in terms of complying with Belem Do Para and the Declaration on the elimination of violence against Women.
Many of the CARICOM member states in compliance with Belem Do Para and the United Nations declaration on the Elimination of violence against women have passed domestic violence acts. This legislation typically provides protection for women experiencing violence in the home in the form of protection orders, removal of the offender from the home. Most of these acts also identify the type of conduct and behaviour that constitutes domestic violence.
However beyond the basic domestic violence act in terms of other infrastructure that will allow our societies to cope and respond to domestic violence we have not done this. 
